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AN ACT to revise and consolidate the laws relating to commiinity colleges; to provide 
for the creation of community college districts; to provide a charter for such districts; to 
provide for the government, control and administration of such districts; to provide for 
the election of a board of trustees; to define the powers and duties of the board of trustees; 
to provide for the assessment, levy, collection and return of taxes therefor; and to repeal 
certain acts and parts of acts. 

The People of the State of Michigan enact: 

Sec. 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the “community college act of 1966”. 

PART 1 
CHAPTER 1 

Sec. 11. (1) One or more contiguous counties, excepting any portion previously in- 
cluded in an existing community college district, may join to form a community college 
district by a majority vote of the electors thereof. Before the election is held, approval of 
the formation of the proposed community college district and the proposed maximum annual 
tax rate shall be obtained from the state board of education by the board or joint boards 
of education of the intermediate school districts of t? j counties affected. 

(2) For the purposes of this chapter a county/ is eligible for the formation of a com- 
munity college district even though a portion thereof is a part of an existing community 
college district. Such portion shall not be included in the area of the proposed community 
college district nor shall persons residing in such areas be eligible to vote at the organiza- 
tional election or at any succeeding community college district elections. 

Sec. 12. (1) When approval of a proposed community college district is filed with 
the appropriate county clerks at least SO days but not more than 6 months prior to the 
next general state election, the clerks shaU include the necessary community college proposi- 
tions with the proceedings for the f .leral election. 
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(2) When approval of a proposed community college district is filed with the appro- 
priate county clerks more than 6 months prior to the holding of the next general state 
election, each county clerk shall call a special election for the purpose of submit^g to the 
electors the propositions relating to the establishment of the community college district. 

Sec, 13. At the organizational election there shall be submitted the following issues. 

(a) Proposition to establish the community college district. The ballots shall read 
substantially as follows: 

Shall a community college district comprised of il n ur 

County (or counties) be established in accordance with Act No of the Public 

Acts of 1966? 



(b) Proposition to establish the maximum annual tax rate. 

(c) Election of the first board of trustees. 

Sec. 14. (1) The community college district shall be directed and governed by a board 
of trustees, consisting of 7 members, elected at large in the proposed commumty college 
district on a nonpartisan basis. At the organizational election there shall be elected 3 mem- 
bers for 6-year terms, 2 for 4-year terms and 2 for 2-year terms.^ Thereafter, at the next 
regular community college election immediately preceding the expiration of their teras o^ 
office, their successors shall be elected for terms of 6 years. Any community college district 
which on the effective date of this act has 6 board members, shall elect an additional trustee 
for a 6-year term at the next regular election held in the district. In a^ community college 
district which is comprised of 3 counties and is in operation on the effective date of this act, 
the board of trustees shall continue to consist of 9 members elected for 6-year terms, 3 of 
such members being elected from each of the 3 counties. 

(2) When the organizational election is held at the same time as the general state 
election, the term of office of each member elected shall commence on January 1 following 
the organizational election. 

(3) When the organizational election is held on a date other than the date of the 
general state election, each board member shall take office on the fifteenth day following 
the date of the organizational election. Regular terms of office shall commence on January 
1 follow ing the next general state election, however, the period of time from the date of 
the organizational election until January 1 following the next general state election shall be 
in addition to the regular terms to which each member was elected. 

Sec. IS. (1) A community college district shall be established if: 

(a) A majority of the electors of each of the counties included in the proposed com- 
munity college district voting thereon approve the organization of the district. 

(b) A combined majority of the electors of the counties voting thereon approve the 

establishment of the maximum annual tax rate. 

(c) A board of trustees in the required number is elected by each county voting thereon. 

(2) If either of the 2 propositions fail of proper majorities, or if a board of trustees in 

the proper number is not elected then no community college district shall be estabUshed. 

Sec. 16. The general election laws, including the voting of absent voters, and all laws 
of the state relating to the hours for the opening and closing of the polls at elections and 
for preserving the purity of elections and for preventing fraud and corruption shall govern 
all elections under this act so far as the same are applicable and not inconsistent with the 
provisions of this act. All county and local election officials shall perform their election 
duties for all regular and special elections held in accordance with the provisions of this 
chapter, including the proper giving of notices of registration and election. 

Sec. 17. (1) The final results of the organizational 'flection and succeeding elections 
of the community college district shall be canvassed by the county board of canvassers 
established by law. 

(2) Where the election area involves more than 1 county the canvass shall be made by 
the county board of canvassers of the county containing the highest valuation of the com- 
munity college district or proposed commumty college district.^ 

Sec. 18. Regular elections of the community college district shall be held on the same 
date as the general state elections. At regular elections, in addition to the election of 







trustees, special propositions may be submitted to the vote of the electors when authorized 
by the board of ^Tistees. 

Sec. 19. (1) Special elections of the community college district may be called ’ / the 
board of trustees. The secretary of the board shall file a copy of the resolution of the 
board calling the election with the county clerks at least 60 days prior to the date of the 
election. The resolution of the board shall contain a statement of the propositions to be 
submitted to the electors. 

,(2) Upon receipt of the resolution each county clerk shall notify the county and local 
election officials of the calling of the special election. The election officials shall perform 
thdr regular election duties. 

Sec. 20. Expenses of elections of the community college district shall be paid by the 
board of trustees to the county and the several cities and townships upon presentation of 
statements therefor which shall not include charges for use of equipment or services of 
regular personnel of the counties, cities and townships unless otherwise agreed upon between 
the board of the community college district and the boards of the counties, cities and town- 
ships. 

Sec. 21. (1) The board of trustees of a community college district comprised of a 
county or counties by resolution may annex to the community college district in the manner 
provided in this act any contiguous county or any contiguous township not already included 
within the area of a commimity college district. 

(2) Prior to the annexation election, the board of trustees shall obtain approval of the 
proposed annexation from the state board of education. Upon receipt of the approval, the 
secretary of the board of trustees shall file certified copies of the annexation resolution and 
the aproval with the clerk of the county or township to be annexed. When the resolution 
and approval are filed more than 9 months from the date of the next general state election, 
the county board of supervisors, or the township board, shall call a special election for the 
purpose of voting on the question of aimexation to the community college district and of 
approving the maximum tax rate existing in the community college district. 

(3) If the resolution and approval are filed less than 9 months but more tlian 50 days 
prior to the next general state election, then the propositions shall be presented at such 
election. Annexation becomes effective on the date of the election if both propositions 
receive majority approval of the electors voting thereon. Final results of the annexation 
election shall be canvassed as provided in section 17, except in the case of annexation of a 
township where the results shall be canvassed by the township board of canvassers established 
by law. 

(4) By virtue of annexation, any territory heretofore or hereafter annexed to a com- 
munity college district shall be subject to taxes levied for principal and interest of outstand- 
ing bonded indebtedness of the conununity college district. 

(5) If any portion of the county or township to be annexed lies within a community 
college trict at the time of the annexation election, then the electors residing in such 
territory shall not be eligible to vote on the propositions and such territory shall not become 
a part of the community college district. 

CHAPTER 2 

Sec. 31. (1) Two or more contiguous school districts which operate grades kindergarten 

through 12 may join to form a community college district, When resolutions of the boards 
of education of contiguous school districts requesting the organization of the community 
college district are filed with the secretary of the board of education of the intermediate 
school district having the highest valuation in the proposed community college district area, 
he shall refer the questions of organizing the community college district and the proposed 
annual tax rate to the state board of education for approval. 

(2) For the purposes of this chapter, a school district operating grades kindergarten 
through 12 shall be eligible for the formation of a community college district even though 
a part of the district is within an existing community college district. Such part shall not 
be included in the area of the community college district nor shall persons residing in such 
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part be eligible to vote at the organizational election or at any community college district 
election. 

Sec. 32. (1) The secretary of the board of education of the intermediate school 

district shall file a copy of the approval specified in section 31 \dth the secretary of the 
board of education of each component school district. When the filing is made at least 50 
days but not more than 6 months prior to the next annual school election, the secretaries 
shall include the necessary community college propositions in the proceedings for the annual 



election. , j. ^ ^ 

(2) When the approval is filed with the secretaries of the component school districts 
more than 6 months prior to the date of the annual school election, each board of education 
shall call a special el ction to be held on a date designated by the secretary of the inter- 
mediate board of education of the school district having the highest valuation within the 
proposed com m u ni ty college district, for .he purpose of submitting the propositions relating 
to the establishment of a community college ^strict. 

Sec. 33. At the organizational election the following issues shall be submitted to the 

electors i 

(a) Proposition to establish the community college district. The ballots shall read 

substantially as follows: , , , ^ n 

(list names of school districts) 



Shall a community college district comprised of c" ' 

be established in accordance with Act No of the Public Acts of 1966? 

(b) Proposition to establish the maximum annual tax rate. 

(c) Election of the first board of trustees. 

Sec. 34. (1) If the community college district consists of 2 school districts, then 3 
members shall be elected from each district and 3 members shall be elected at large. 

(2) If the community college district consists of 3 or more school districts, then 1 
member shall be elected from each school district and 3 members shall be elected at large. 

(3) The terms of office of members elected at the first regular community college 
election shall be arranged so that of the members elected from each school district within 
the community college district, 1/3 shall be elected for a period of 2 years, 1/3 shall be 
elected for a period of 4 years and 1/3 shall be elected for a period of 6 years. The terms 
of office of members elected at large at the first regular community college election shall 
be arranged so that 2/3 of the members shall be elected for 6-year terms and 1/3 shall 
be elected for 4-year terms. If the total number of members to be elected from individual 
schools districts is 3, 2 members shall be elected for 2-year terms and 1 member shall be 
elected for a term of 4 years. If the total number of individual districts is 4, 3 members 
shall be elected for 2-year terms and 1 member shall be elected for a term of 4 years. If 
the number of constituent districts exceeds 4 and is an even number, of the members 
shall be elected for 2-year terms and shall be elected for 4-year term. If the number 
of districts in excess of 4 is an odd number, the majority of the memoers shall be elected 
for 2-year terms and the remaining members shall be elected for 4-year terms. The board 
of trustees of the community college district shall establish, by drawing lots, which constit- 
uent school districts shall elect a trustee for the respective 2 and 4-year terms. At the next 
regular community college election immediately preceding the expiration of their terms of 
office, their successors shall be elected for a term of 6 years. 

(4) The term of office of the members elected to the first board of the community 
college district shall commence on the fifteenth day after the election, however, the period 
of time remaining until July 1 following the election of the succeeding members in odd 
numbered years on the date prescribed for annual school elections in sections 34, 72 and 
108 of Act No. 269 of the Public Acts of 1955, as amended, being sections 340.34, 340.72 
and 340.108 of the Compiled Laws of 1948, shall be in addition to the regular terms to 
which each member was elected. The term of office of each succeeding member elected at 
the regular community college district election shall commence on July 1 after his election. 
If any component school district holds its annual school election on a different date, such 
district shall call a special election to be held on the same day as that above prescribed. 




Sec. 35. (1) A community college district shall be established if: 

(a) A majority of the electors of each school district voting thereon approve the 

organization of the district, . v i j- * • ♦ 

(b) A combined majority of the electors of the component school districts votmg 

thereon approve the establishment of the maximum annual tax rate. ^ 

(c) A board of trustees in the required number is elected by a majority of the electors 

of the school districts voting thereon or by the combined majority of electors of the com- 
ponent school districts. ... .i. v j r * * » 

(2) If either of the 2 propositions fail of proper majorities, or if a board of trustees 

in the proper number and area representation is not elected, then no commumty college 



district shall be established. , * ^ -vt ocn Th,v.Ur 

Sec. 36, (1) The provisions of sections 531 to 540 of Act No. 269 of the Pubic 

Acts of 1955, as amended, being sections 340.531 to 340.5W of *e Compjfed » ‘^8. 
shall govern the conduct and procedures of the commumty college election conducted by 

local school boards under this chapter. -x n „ 

(2) Where part of a local school district is in another commumty college distnct, orfy 

those electors residing in the remainder of the school district shall be ehgible to vote m t e 
organizational election or in subsequent community college elections. 

Sec. 37. The results of any election in the school districts shall be canvassed ^ 

days of the election by the boards of canvassers of the districts. The final canvass of the 
results of the organizational election shaU be made by the board of oaovassers appmnted ^ 
the secretaries of the boards of the component school districts meeting jointxy. The final 
canvass of the results of any community coUege district election, except the organizationa! 
election, shall be made by the board of canvassers appointed by the board of trustees of 



^%err"TirTh: mS" community college election shall be held at the same time 
as ft a^ual slolTl^tions of the cojutuent sdmol districts “ fte cdd a— 
years on the date prescribed for annual school elections in sections 34, 72 and 108 of Art 
No 269 of the Public Acts of 1955, as amended. If any component school distnct holds 
its annual school election on a different date, the board of such ^stnct shaU call a special 
election to be held on the same day as that above prescnbed The election sha“ wn- 
ducted in the same manner provided by sections 531 to 540 of Act N . 

^ (2) At the regular elections separate propositions may be siAinitted to the 
in addition to the election of trustees of the community college distnct when authorized 

bv the board of trustees. „ . , n j v xi. 

Sec. 39. (1) Special elections of the community college distnct may be caUed by the 

board of trustees. Tfie secretary of the board shaU file a copy of resolution of ^ 
board caUing the election with the secretaries of the component school distncts at leart 60 
days prior to the date of the election. The resolution of the board shall contain a statement 

of the propositions to be submitted to the electors. , j. x • * i, n /.«ii fko cnAriai 

(2) The board of education of each component school distnct shall caU the special 

election on the date specified in the resolution of the board of trustees. , . , , 

Sec. 40. Expenses of the elections shaU be paid to the several 
board of trustees of the community college district upon presentation of statements ^erefor 
which ShaU not include charges for use of equipment or semces 

school districts unless otheryrise agreed upon between the boards of the commumty coUege 

**^^^Sec 4? ^ ^r^The boar?of trustees by resolution may annex to the commumty coUege 
district any contiguous school district not already included within a commumty coUege 

A • X 

^ ( 2 V The board of trustees shall obtain the approval of the proposed annexation from 
the state board of education. Upon receipt of the approval, the secretary of the board 
of trustees shall file certified copies of the annexation resolution and the approval with th. 
secretary of the board of education of the school district to be annexed. 




(3) If a school district which operates grades kindergarten through 12 is annexed to 
a community college district, the school district shall be entitled to elect a m^ber ® 
board of trustees of the community college district for a term of 6 years. The first mem er 
shall be elected at the regular community college election next succeeding the annexation 
election. 

Sec. 42. (1) If the resolution and approval are filed with the secretary more th^ 

90 days before the date of the annual election of the district to be annexed, the boa 
of education of the district shall call a special election for voting on the annwation on a 
date specified by the secretary of the board of trustees of the community college ^strict. 

(2) If the resolution and approval are filed more than 20 days but less than 90 aays 
prior to the date of the annual election of the district to be annexed, the annexation 
proposition shall be submitted to the electors at the annual election. 

Sec. 43. (1) At the annexation election the electors shall vote on iae^ propositions 
of annexation to the community college district and the adoption of the maximum annual 
tax rate of the community college district. Annexation will become effective on the date 
of the election if both propositions receive majority approval of the electors voting thereon. 
By virtue of annexation, a school district heretofore or hereafter annwed shall be subject 
to taxes levied within the maximum annual tax rate and to texes levied for pnncipal and 
interest of outstanding bonded indebtedness of the community college district.^ 

(2) If any portion of a school district to be annexed Ues within a community coUege 
district at the time of the annexation election, the electors residing in such temtory shal 
not be eligible to vote on the propositions and such territory shall not become a part o 

the community college district. ,. . 

Sec 44. Whenever territory which is not already within a commumty coltege district 
is transferred to a school district which is a part of a community college district, the 
territory shall be a part of the community college district and subject to taxes le^ed 
within the maximum annual tax rate and to taxes levied for pnncipal and interest o 
outstanding bonded indebtedness of the community college district. 

Sec. 45. Whenever a school district which is not within the area of a community 
college district was heretofore or is hereafter annexed to a school district which is wittan 
a community college district, the annexed school district shall be a ^ ® communi y 

coUege district and subject to taxes levied within the tax rate established m the community 
coUege district and to taxes for the payment of principal and interest of outstanding 
bonded indebtedness of the community college district. 

CHAPTER 3 

Sec. 51. (1) The board of education of an intermediate school district or the 
boards of 2 or more adjoining intermediate school districts acting as a single b(»rd n^y 
direct that the question of coming under the provisions of this act be submitted^ i 
school electors of the territory affected at the annual school elections or at sc oo 

elections held in the local school districts of such territory. If any school distnct hol^ 
its annual election on a different date, it shall caU a special election to be held on the 

same day of the annual elections. . 

( 2 ) The board of education of the intermediate school distnct or the joint board 
of 2 or more intermediate school districts shall designate the territory to be included m 
the proposed community college district and a uniform property tax question for the 
support of the community college, both propositions being subject to the approva o e 

state board of education. , , . . j. ^ 

Sec. 52. (1) The secretary of the board of education of the intermemate school 

district having the highest valuation in the proposed community college district shall 
file a copy of the approval specified in section 51 together with the propositions to be 
submitted with the secretary of the board of education of each component school mstnct. 
When the filing is made at least 50 days but not more than 6 months prior to the next 
annual school election, each secretary shall include the necessary commumty coUege 
propositions with the proceedings for the annual school election. 

(2) When the approval is filed with the secretary of each component district more 
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6 months prior to the date of the annual school election, each board of education 
shall call a special election to be held on a date designated by the secretary of the intw- 
mediate board of education of the school district having the highest valuation within the 
proposed co mmuni ty college district for the purpose of submitting the propositions relating 
to the establishment of the community college district. 

Sec. 53. At the organizational election there shall be submitted the following issues: 

(a) Proposition to establish the community college district. The ballots shall read 

substantially as follows: 

Shall a community college district comprised of 



(Name of intermediate school district or districts) 
be established in accordance with Act No. of the Public Acts of 1966? 

(b) Proposition to establish the maximum annual tax rate. 

(c) Election of the first board of trustees. 

Sec. 54. (1) The community college district shall be directed and governed by^ a 
board of trustees, consisting of 7 members, elected at large in the proposed community 
college area on a nonpartisan basis. At the organizational election there shall be elected 3 
members for 6-year terms, 2 for 4-year terms and 2 for 2 -year terms. Thereafter, their 

successors shall be 'ected to serve for 6-year terms. _ i i. i 

(2) When the rganizational election is held at the same time as the annual school 
election, the term of office of each member elected shall commence on July 1 following 
the organizational election. 

(3) When the organizational election is held on a date other than the date of the annual 
school election, each board member shall take office on the fifteenth day following the date 
of the organizational election. Regular terms of office shall commence on July 1 following 
the next annual school election. When the organizational election is held on a date other 
than the annual election date of the component school districts, the first year of me tem 
of office of each of the members elected to the first board of trustees shall extmd for the 
period of time remaining until July 1 following the date of the annual election of the 
component districts held not less than 1 year nor more than 2 years from the date ot the 
organizational election. 

(4) The term of office of the members of the board of trustees of a commumty college 
(fistrict organized in the manner provided in this chapter before April 22, 1965 shall be 
until July 1 following the first regular community college election at which there shall be 
elected 2 members for 2 years, 2 for 4 years and 3 for 6 years; thereafter, their success!^ 
shall be elected to serve for 6-year terms. In a community college district organized m the 
manner provided in this chapter before the effective date of this act, and having 6 members 
on the board of trustees, an additional member shall be elected at the next regular commu- 

nity college election for a term of 6 years. _ 

Sec. 55. A community college district shall be estabhshed if a majority of the electws 
voting in the proposed community college district area approve the organization of the 
district, the estabUshment of the maximum armual tax rate and elect a board of trustees in 



the proper number. r 

Sec. 56. (1) The provisions of sections 531 to 540 of Act No. 269 of the Pubhc Acts 

of 1955, as amended, shall govern the conduct and procedures of the community coUege 
election conducted by local school boards under this chapter. ..... 

(2) In those instances where part of a local school district is m another community 
college district, only those electors residing in the remainder of the school distnct shall be 
eligible to vote in the organizational election and in subsequent elections of the commumty 
college district. 

Sec. 57. The results of any election from the several school ffistricts shall be canvassed 
within 3 days of the election by the boards of canvassers of the districts. The final canvass 
of the results of the organizational election shall be made by the board o^E canvassers ap- 
pointed by the board or joint board of the intermediate school distnct. The final canvass 
of the results of any community college district election except the orgamzational election 




shall be made by the board of canvassers appointed by the board of trustees of the com- 
munity college. , „ , 1 . ij 

Sec. 58. (1) The first regular election of a commumty college district shall be held at 

the time of the annual elections of the component school districts held not less than 2 years 
nor more than 3 years from the date of the organizational election. The date of the annual 
school elections referred to in this chapter is the date prescribed for annual school elections 
in sections 34, 72 and 108 of Act No. 269 of the Public Acts of 195S, as amended. If any 
school district holds its annual election on a different date, the board of this district shall 
call a special election for the community college district to be held on the same day as 

prescribed in this chapter. ^ n v t u u* 

(2) Subsequent regular elections of the community college district shall be held bien- 
nially thereafter on the annual school election date. 

(3) At the regular elections, special propositions may be submitted to the electors in 
addition to the election of trustees when authorized by the board of trustees. 

Sec. 59. (1) Special elections of the community college district may be called by the 
board of trustees. The secretary of the board sliall file a copy of the resolution of the 
board c alling the election with the secretary of each of the component school districts at 
least 60 days prior to the date of the election. The resolution shall contain a statement of 

the proposition to be submitted to the electors. ^ _ u • i 

(2) The board of education of each component school district shall call the special 

election on the date specified in the resolution. ,. . 

Sec. 60. Expenses of the elections shall be paid to the school districts by the board of 
trustees of the community college district upon presentation of statements therefor which 
shall not include charges for use of equipment or services of regular personnel of the school 
districts unless otherwise agreed upon between the boards of the community college district 

and the school districts. . 

Sec. 61. (1) The board of trustees by resolution may annex to the commumty coUege 
district any contiguous intermediate school district or contiguous local school district not 
already included within a community college district area. 

(2) The board of trustees shall obtain the approval of the proposed annexation 
the state board of education. Upon receipt of the approval the secretary of the board of 
trustees shall file certified copies of the annexation resolution and the approval with the 
secretary of the board of education of the intermediate school district to be annexed, or with 
the secretary of the board of education of the local school district to be annexed. 

Sec. 62. (1) In the annexation of a local school district, if the resolution and approval 
are filed with the secretary more than 90 days before the date of the annual election of 
the district to be annexed, the board of education of the district shall call a speaal section 
for voting on the propositions of annexation. If the resolution and approval are filed more 
than 20 days but less than 90 days prior to the date of the annual election of the district 
to be annexed, the annexation propositions shall be submitted to the electors at the annual 
election. 

(2) In the annexation of an intermediate school district, the secretary of the board 
of education of the district in writing shall direct the board of education of each component 
school district to provide for the submission of the annexation propositions to the electors 
of the school district. The election shall be held at the time of the annual school elections 
if notification is given more than 20 but less than 90 days prior to the annual election imte, 
otherwise, each board of education shall call a special election for this purpose on a date 
specified by the secretary of the intermediate board of education. 

Sec. 63. (1) At the annexation election the electors shall vote on the propositions 
of annexation to the community college district and the adoption of the maximum annual 
tax rate of the community college district. Annexation is effective on the date of the 
election if both propositions receive majority approval of the electors voting thereon. By 
virtue of annexation, a school district heretofore or hereafter annexed shall be subject to 
taxes levied for principal and interest of outstanding bonded indebtedness of the community 
college district. 



(2) If any portion of an intermediate school district or of a local school district to 
be annexed lies within a community college district at the time of the annexation election, 
the electors residing in such territory shall be excluded from voting on the propositions and 
such territory shall not become a part of the community college district 

(3) Final results of the annexation election shall be canvassed as provided in section 57. 

Sec. 64. Whenever territory which is not within a community college district is trans* 

ferred to a school district wliich is a part of a community college district, the territorj' 
shall become a part of the community college district and shall be subject to taxes levied 
within the Tnaximnm annual tax rate and to taxes levied for principal and interest of out- 
standing bonded indebtedness of the community college district. 

Sec. 65. Whenever a school district which is not within a community collep distnct 
which was heretofore o. is hereafter annexed to a school district which is within a com- 
munity college district, the annexed school district becomes a part of the community 
college district, and is subject to taxes levied within the tax rate established in the com- 
munity college district and to taxes for the payment of principal and interest of oyt- 
standing bonded indebtedness of the community college district. 

CHAPTER 4 

Sec. 71. Whenever the secretary of the board of education of an intermediate school 
district is requested in writing by not less than 25 school electors of the county, school 
district or intermediate school district to initiate proceedings for the organization of a 
community college district, he shall refer the question of organizing the community college 
district to the state board of education for its approval. The state board of education may 
approve or deny the proposal to initiate proceedings to effectuate the proposed community 
college district organization. Upon the approval of the petition by the state board of 
education, proceedings for the establishment of the community college district shall be 
held in accordance with the provisions of chapters 1, 2 or 3 for the respective type of 
community college district. 

PART 2 
CHAPTER 11 

Sec. 101. Each community college district shall be subject to and governed by the 
provisions of part 2 except as to those matters which are specifically or by necessary 
implication provided for in the particular chapter relative to the class or kind of commu- 
nity college district to which the district belongs. 

Sec. 103. The community college district shall be a body corporate and may sue 
and be sued, and may take, condemn, use, hold, sell, lease and convey real property without 
restriction as to location and personal property including property received by gift, devise 
or bequest, as the interest of the community college district may require. Every community 
college district shall be presumed to have been legally organized when it has^ exercised the 
franchises and privileges of a district for a period of 2 years; and the district and its 
trustees shall be entitled to all rights, privileges and immunities, and be subject to all 
duties and liabilities conferred upon community college districts by law. 

Sec. 105. (1) A community college means an educational institution provimng, 
primarily for all persons above the twelfth grade age level and primarily for those within 
commuting distance, collegiate and noncollegiate level education including area vocational- 
technical education programs which may result in the granting of diplomas and certificates 
inclu ding those known as associate degrees but not including baccalaureate or higher 

degrees. . . 

(2) An area vocational-education program means a program of organizeci systematic 
instruction designed to prepare the following individuals for useful employment in recog- 
nized occupations: 

(a) Persons who have completed or left high school and who are available for full-time 
study in preparation for entering the labor market. 

(b) Persons who have already entered the labor market and who need training to 
achieve stability or advancement in emplo 3 nnent. 

(c) Persons enrolled in high school. 
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(3) When programs or courses are provided for persons raroUed in 
provision of the programs or courses shall be requested for ®^ch of t ® ^ 

superintendent or his designated representative of the school distnct in which pe 

word “area”, in the phrase “area vocational-technical education pr^am” 
refers to the geographical territory of the district, and whatever temtoty without toe 
district as is designated as the service area of the district by the state board o e • 

A community coll«e is eligible to receive such state aid and assistance as may be appro- 

miated by the lep7lature for the aid and support of junior colleges or 

Sec. 107. An elector of a community college district shall possess the quahfic 

provided for in article 2 of the state constitution. j* x • ♦ 

Sec. 109. (1) Until changed by board resc4.£on, mpr commumty college district 

shall have the legal name of “Community College District of •••••••• 

(the name of the county or counties when orgamzed under chapter 1, the ^ ^ 

component school districts when organized under clmpter 2, J ^ jer 

mediate school district or districts when the commumty college district is orgamzed under 

chapter community college district by resolution may 

tinctive name for the community college district, aU pulses The 

the state board of education, shall be the legal name of the ^tnct for all pu^^s. ine 

to Uke Inner may cUge the name of 
name or the change in name of any distnct shall have no effect 

incurred in the former name of the district or upon the distnct ownership of any real or 
^”sm The first meeting of the board of trustees following the o^anizational 

college district. The meeting shall be held wito ^ shall 

upon which the newly elected members take office, at such time a p 

’^‘'■■Tho organizational board meeting of any community “f«e Ji^™‘ 

under chanter 1 shall be held on toe first Monday in January foUowmg the date of toe 

S^SSot, St tSrn the neat eucceedtog 

“"fSi’'' At the first meeting of a first or succeeding board of trustMs, the ^d sM 
elect a chairman who shaU be a member of the board of trustees, and a secretary and a 

be membem. The offtoem shaOl be elected for a term of 2 years. 

subject to change of officers by resolution of the board. ^ 

Sec 112 No member of the board of trustees except the ^cretary and treasurer 
may rec^ve any compensation for any services rendered toe district Expen^f^^^ 
mitbers may be reimtosed when the expenses are authonzed by the board ^ 

Sec 113 (1) A majority of the board of trustees .5 a quo^, but no Mt IS vahd 

1 a iT,».i*tirur of the board by a majority vote of the members elect of the 

Sd rfa pS S lL‘'of SsSle. tr^tees sl^ ke^ 
record Of every re^r or special meeting of the board, winch record ^11 be pobhc. 

(2) Thedtairman, secretory and treasurer shall perforin ^ 

vidrfW Uw and prescribed by the bylaws, rules and regutoms of the board of trustees 
not inconsistent with the provisions of this act or any laws of this state. 

Sec 114. The treasurer and such other officers or employees as stall toffle mraey 
on bllf of the community college district staU * 

re^ionsible bonding company, which bond stall be paid for by t 
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Sec. 121. The board of trustees of the community college district shall have the 
power to make plans for, to promote, or acquire, construct, own, develop, maintain Md 
operate a community collie and an area vocational-technical education program. The 
board of trustees may: 

(a) Locate, acquire, purchase or lease in the name of the district such site or sit^ 
within or without the district for college building, libraries, agricultural farms, athletic 
fields, pla 5 rgrounds, stadiums, gjmmasiums, auditoriums, parking areas, residence halls and 
supporting facilities as may be necessary; purchase, lease for a term not to exceed S years, 
acquire, erect or build and equip such buildings, structures and other improvements for 
college or area vocational-technical education buildings, libraries, agricultural farms, athletic 
fields, playgrounds, stadi'ums, gymnasiums, auditoriums, parking areas, residence halls and 
supporting facilities as may be necessary; pay for the same out of the funds of the ^strict 
provided for that purpose; sell or exchange any real or personal property of me “strict 
which is no longer requir^ thereby for school purposes, and give proper deeds, bills ot 
sale or other instruments passing title to the same. 

(b) Establish and carry on schools and departments or courses of study and other 

educational programs as may be consistent with the purposes of this act, and take over 
and succeed to the operation of such community college or vocational-techmcal department 
or departments as may previously have been operated by school districts within the com- 
munity college district. _ t. • i 

(c) Establish, equip and maintain agricultural, trade and other vocational-tec^cal 
departments and to have general control thereover for community college or area vocaUonal- 
technical program purposes. 

Sec. 122. The board of trustees may: 

(a) Borrow, subject to the provisions of Act No. 202 of the Public Acts of 1943, as 
ammded, being secUons 131.1 to 138.2 of the Compiled Laws of 1948, for community 
college purposes including capital expenditures such sums of money and on such terms as 
it deems desirable and give notes of the district therefor. When the borrowing by a newly 
organized community college district is in anticipation of the collection of the first tax levy 
of such district, the loan shall not exceed 50% of the estimated amount of the first tax levy. 

(b) Borrow, subject to the provisions of Act No. 202 of the Public Acts of 1943, as 
amended, such sums of money as it deems necessary and issue bonds of the community 
college district therefor, to purchase sites for buildings, playgroimds, athletic fields or 
agricultural farms, purchase or erect and equip any building or buildings, winch it is au- 
thorized to purchase and erect, make any permanent improvement which it is authorized 
to wiflltffj or in part to refund existing bonded indebtedness, and in part for any of the 
aforesaid purposes. No loan shall be made and no bonds shall be issued^ for any sum which, 
together with the total outstanding bonded indebtedness of the district, including bonds 
voted but not issued, exceeds the total of 1/4% of the first $250,000,000.00 plus 1% of the 
excess over $250,000,000.00 of the last confirmed state equalized valuation of all taxable 
property in the district unless the proposition of making the loan or of issuing bonds ^s 
been submitted first to a vote of the qualified electors of the district, at a general or special 
election, and approved by the majority of the electors voting thereon, in which event loans 
may be made or bonds may be issued in an amount not to exceed 15% of the total state 
equalized valuation of the district. The refunding part of any bond issue shall not be 
included within the limitations but shall be deemed to be authorized in addition thereto. 
The bonded indebtedness of the district shall not extend beyond a period of 30 years for 
money borrowed. Bonds or obligations issued under the provisions of this act shall not be 
purchased by the state. 

Sec. 123. The board of trustees may: 

(a) Have the care and custody of all community college property and provide smtable 
facilities, sanitary conditions and medical inspection for the community college of the district. 

(b) Establish and collect tuition and fees for resident and nonresident students. 











(c) Establish and maintain or continue a Ubrary or 
be i^rately operated if desired, for the community college, if it deems it advisable to do 

so, and provide for its or their care and management. 

Sec. 124. The board of trustees may: u ^ 

(a) Contract with, appoint and employ a suitable person, not a member of the boa , 

as administrator or director of the community college, who shall ^ 

bachelor’s degree from a college acceptable to the state board of education d 
ULsor of or be eligible for aleacher’s certificate or have educational 
^t thereto in accordance with standards determmed by the state board of ^ 

have an earned doctor’s degree from an, accredited college or umversity, and who shall hold 
his office for a term fixed by the board, not to exceed 5 years, who 

as the board may determine and who shall make reports in wnbng to the bj^rd of tra^^s 
and to the department of education annually or oftener if reqmred m ® .. 

pertaining to the educational interests of the commimty college district, ^PPO^ ® »ts 
dhcretion, a business manager responsible to the adimmstrator or ffirector of the commumty 
college for the community college district and fix his term of office. 

(b) Select and employ such administrative officers, teachers and employees and eng g 

such services as shall be necessary to effectuate its purposes. 

Sec. 125. The board of trustees may: 

(a) Certify to the treasurer of the community college district for ^yment out ^ Ae 
funi thereof all claims and demands against the board or community college district, which 
shall be allowed by the board under rules and regulations it inay ®stabhsh. 

(b) Borrow money or other property and accept contrffiutions, capital grants, gi , 
donluls Ses or other fimncUl Sistaoce from the Umted States of America or any 

W private property. They may accept from »y cotmty 

town^ or other governmental unit any contribution autho^ by its 
provided in secUons 791 to 795 of Act No. 269 of the Pubhc A^ of ^ 
sections 340 791 to 340.795 of the Cominled Lavra of 1948. They shall likewise be entit e 
to Leive^ the state all grants of state aid, in the same manner and proportion, as any 

byS°tules and regulations for its own government and for the control 

and government of the community college district. . „ , . , ;™nvpm(*nts 

(e) Acquire and hold in the name of the district all real property and improvements 

acquired and erected under the provisions of this act. fahlishment 

(f) To do all other things in its judgment necessaty for the proper «atabhshment, 

maintenance, management and carrying on of the community college. v „ 4 

Sec. 126. Notwithstanding the provisions of subffivision (a) of section 121, t e 0 r 
of trustees may acquire lands or acquire or erect and eqmp buffings or “"“tarn them to 
be used as residence halls, apartments, dining faciUties, stadent “f 
stadiums, athleUc fields, gymnasiums, auditoriuira and otter 

the acauisition thereof by borrowing money and issumg bonds or other obligations UiCTCior 
md^r sT*"L p^visions as U deems best, including the 
or obligaUons and the board sbafi obligate itself for the 
interest thereon, solely out of the income and revraues from such ” “f 

heretofore or hereafter acquired or any combination teeof or from avocations ^d . 
of tuition, fees and charges required to be paid by students J gi^aU 

combination thereof. The bonds shall be for " Penod not to ^ C boSu M 
never constitute a debt of the state or any pohtical subdivision thweof. The bra^ sha 
not be subject to Act No. 202 of the Public Acts of 1943 « amended or N ^ ^ 

the Pubh’c Acts of 1933, as amended, being lections 141.101 to 141. 39 
Laws of 1948 



vs 01 iv'to. . j a • 4 u- 

Sec 141 The board of trustees shall prepare annuaUy on a day to be determine by 
le board of such district but before the third Monday in Apnl of each year, an esumate 
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of the amount of taxes or appropriation deemed necessary for the ©“smg fisc^ year for 
1 pui^rof expSditures a^^^ by law as within the powem of the boarf. 

Sec 142 (1) The treasurer of any community college district, whra authorized by 

M the bJnl of trustees, may invest tot 

funds, budding and site sinking funds or generai funds of the district. The investment shal 
to.“ Of the united States, or 

W of deposif or open time dqKisiU issued by any stote or national bank 

“■*^Mc^“eJSiro“— district shi^ not be c.^^ 
for the purposTof making any investment authorized by this section and aU earnings 0 y 

bJe^ieKfuL“ome\A ,,, 

Sec 143 The board of trustees shall provide for a system of accounting meetmg the 
anu^ of Oe Sit^ of education. iUi accounts shall be auditrf once each year by a 
certified oublic accountant and a summary of the audit shall be published m a newsp^ 

. Of^^al circulation in the community college ^strict The fiscal and 
cornice with July 1 in each year. Copies of the reports of audits shall be filed as reqmi^^ 
b^^state board^of education and shaU be available at all reaso^ble times for pubhc 
^pection, as a condition of receiving any state aid for the subsequent fiscal year. 

Sec 144. (1) The board of trustees of each community coUege district may levy for 
the purposed specified as within the power of the board, a tax which s^ 5® 

rate which has been heretofore or is hereafter authorwed by the 

district or the rate derived through the previous adoption by the electors of Ae Astnct of 
the provisions of Act No. 188 of the Public Acts of 1955, as amended The funds may be 
^d for any and all purposes authorized except that the foregoing himtation shall not apply 
to tos im^ed for thTpayment of principal and interest on bonds or other evidences of 
indebtednessor for the payment of assessments or contract obligations m anticipation of 
which bonds are issued, which taxes may be imposed without Umitation as to rate or amount. 
This limitation may be increased to not more than 5 mils if approved by ® 
auaUfied electors voting on the question at any general or special election of the commumty 
?oU^e ^strict. The board of trustees shall detennine the total taxes required for any year 
and sLu certify the approved tax rate to be le^ed the ®momt 
to the proper assessing officer of each city and township in which the territory of the 
commuffity^^oUege district is situated on or before September 1 of each year, except ttot 
Wd of trustees may provide by resolution that taxes to be raised agamst property 
5dthL any city, any portim of which Ues within the community college district boundaries, 
may be l^ed^and collected in the same manner and at the ssme time ^ the 
monevs collected by any tax collecting officer from the tax levied under the provisions ^ 
this section shall be returned to the county treasurer who shall pay the taxes so returned 

forthwith to the community college district. ' . . . „ u 

(2) The subjects of taxation for the community college district pulses shall be toe 
same as for state, county and other school purposes as provided under the general property 

tdX IsiW* 11 

Sec 145 The property of toe community college district shall be exempt from all 

taatioi and'assessmettt^ no writ of attachment or writ of exec ution shaU te ^ .^n 
the oronertv thereof. The board of trustees may enter into an agreement with any city, 
SllaSe OT tolmship or with the board of county road commissioners whereby the cornmumty 
coSe district a«ees to pay special assessments for local improvements levied agamst any 

proPy irrespective of the use to which the property is put. 

CHAPTER 12 

Sec. 151. Any elector residing within the community coUege district or proposed com- 
munity college district is digible to be chosen as a board member. 










Sec. 152. (1) Candidates for members of the first and succeeding boards sluU ^ 
nominated by petition signed by not less than 50 nor more than 200 qualified and re^tered 
electors residing within the geographic area of the community college district. All nonu- 
nating petitions shall be tiled not later than 4:00 p.m. on the thirtieth day pnor to the date 
of any election. 

(2) Nominating petitions for the first board of trustees shall be filed with the secretary 
of the board of education of the intermediate school district of the county having the 
valuation within the community college district. Nominating petitions for succeedmg boards 
of trustees shall be filed with the secretary of the board of trusees of the con^umty college 
district, except that when candidates are elected from separate school districts within Ae 
coUege district as provided in chapter 2, nominees frona school district areas shall file 
nnminafing petitions with the secretaries of school districts for the first and succeeding 

boards of trustees. 

(3) Upon the filing of nominating petitions with the appropriate ofl&cial, he shall can- 
vass them to ascertain if they have been signed by the requisite number of qualified and 
registered electors and for the purpose of determinii^ the validity thereof may cause ^y 
doubtful sig natures to be checked against the registration records of the clerk of any pohtica 
subdivision in which the petitions were circulated, or may use any other method he deems 
proper for determining the validity of the doubtful signatures. If he determines that the 
nominating petitions of any candidate do not comply with the requirements or if the candi- 
date does not possess the qualifications as required by the provisions of this act for mem- 
bership on the board of trustees, the official shall notify the candidate of such fact together 
with a statement of the reasons. 

Sec. 153. After the filing of a nominating petition by or on behalf of a candidate for 
membership on the board, the candidate shall not be permitted to withdraw unless a writtm 
notice of withdrawal, signed by the candidate, is served upon the official with whom the 
nominating petition was filed or his duly authorized agent not later than 4:00 p.m. of the 
third day after the last day for filing the petition unless the third day falls on a Satu^y, 
Sunday or legal hoUday, in which case the notice of withdrawal may be served on the official 
or his duly authorized agent up to 4:00 p.m. on the next secular day. 

Sec. 154. When a candidate for election to the board of trustees dies before the election, 
withdraws, removes from the community college district or proposed district, or bwomes 
disqualified for any reason, and such person is the only candidate for the term of office of 
member of the board of trustees, then at the first meeting of the board after the electioi^ 
the board shall elect, by majority vote of the members of the board, a person who would 
otherwise meet the qualifications of the office to serve until the next succeeding regular 
community college election for members of the board of trustees. 

Sec. 155. The candidate for each term of office who received the highest number of 
votes cast shaU thereby be elected. Within 3 days of the official canvass the secretary of 
the final board of canvassers of any election for members to the board of triKtees shall 
deliver a certificate of election to each of the candidates declared elected. The dehvery may 
be made in person or by certified mail. 

Sec. 156. (1) Withi.i 15 days after his appointment or after the final canvass of his 
election, each person elect Jd or appointed as a member of the board of trustees of a com- 
munity college district shall file with the secretary of the board of trustees his oS'lh o o ice 
and his acceptance of office, accompanied by a written affidavit setting forth the fact of his 
eligibiUty as provided in section 151. Each person elected or appointed to the board of anv 
community coUege district shall take and subscribe the following oath or ^rmation: I 

do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I wiU support the constitution of the Umted Stat» and 
the constitution of this state, and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of the office of 
member of the board of trustees according to the best of my ability.” 

(2) Any member elected to the first board of trustees of a community college district 
shall file his acceptance of office, affidavit of eligibility and oath of office with the secretary 






of ihe intermediate board of education of the county having the highest valuation within 

the community college district. . • 

Sec. 157. The office of a member of the board of trustees shall become vacant immem- 
ately without declaration of any officer or any acceptance of the board of triBtws or it? 
members, upon the death of the incumbent, or his being adjudicated insane or bemg fwnu 
to be mentaUy incompetent by the proper court; his resignation; his removal from office; 
his conviction of a felony; his election or appointment being declar^ void by a competent 
tribunal; his refusal or neglect to file his acceptance of office, or his refusal or neglect to 
take and subscribe to the constitutional oath of office and deposit the sme in the manner 
and within the time prescribed by law; his ceasing to possess the legal qualifica ions or 

holding office including his residence qualification. _ 

Sec. 158. Whenever a vacancy in the board of trustees occurs, the remaimng membem 
of the board by majority vote shall fiU the vacancy immediately with a qualified eiMtor oi 
the community college district. Any person so appointed shall hold 
regular community college election held for the election of members to the board o 
in the community college district at which time the electors of the commumty college district 
shall fill the office for the unexpired portion of the term. 



CHAPTER 21 

Sec. 191. This act is for the purpose of implementing section 7 of article 8 of the stete 
constitution and shaU be construed as being the charter of community colleges estabhshed 
and operating hereunder, and as determining the tax limitation of such colleges in accordance 

with section 6 of article 9 of the constitution. .... . . . . 

Sec. 192. All proceedings pending and all rights and liabilities existing, acquired or 
incurred at the time this act takes effect are hereby saved. It is the legislative intent that 
this act sball not be construed to alter or affect the continued organization or operation of 
the community college districts of the state or the rights or liabilities of such districts, except 

as other vise specifically provided herein. ... . , . . 

Sec. 193. Except as specifically otherwise provided in this act, this act shall not impair 
or affect any act done, offense committed or right accruing, accrued or acquired, or liability, 
penalty, forfeiture or punishment incurred prior to the time this act takes effect, but the 
same may be enjoyed, asserted, enforced, prosecuted or inflicted, as fully and to the same 

extent as if this act had not been passed. , , , . 

Sec. 194. Act No. 188 of the Public Acts of 1955, as amended, being sections 390.871 

to 390.883 of the Compiled Laws of 1948, is repealed. 

Sec. 195. This act shall take effect on October 1, 1966. 



This act is ordered to take immediate effect. 



Clerk of the House of Representatives. 



Secretary of the Senate. 



Approved 



Governor. 



